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XXVII. An Aeccount of a new Peruvian
Plant, lately introduced into the Englifh
Gardens; the feveral Charatters of which
differ from all the Genera hitherto defcribed;

Prefented to the Royal Society by George
Dionyfius Ehret, F. R. §.

Read May 12, HIS plant blowed in the Phyfick
1763- Garden at Chelfea, and flourithed
there in great perfection in the year 1761. It pro-
duced abundance of branches, which fpread them-
{elves on the furface of the ground: thefe branches
were greatly multiplied by fide ones, which grow
alternately ; and are fmooth towards the ground, and
freaked towards the top, as the figure [TaB. X.] ex-
prefles. Eachjoint is furnifhed with many ovate-{haped
leaves, having membraneous ciliated footftalks.

This plant was alfo richly ornamented with abun-
dance of buds and flowers: the flowers being of a
fky-blew, with a dark embroidered purple bottom,
made a beautiful appearance.

Thefe flowers are monopetalous, or tube-fhaped,
having five obtufe lacini®, which expand themfelves
exacly like unto the Alkekengi Indicum glabrum che-
nopodii folio, Dill. Hort. Elth. The difference in
both thefe flowers is only in the infertion and fituation
of their filaments: the filaments of the alkekengi
adlbrere at the bafe of the tube, but in this flower they
are inferted in faux corolla at the fwelling of the
tube: in both of them the filaments are alfo hairy at
their bafe, and their antherz are diftant from each
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other, whereas in the reft of the Akekengi their an~
therz incline to each other. The moft remarkable
chara&er in this plant is, the pofition of the five fi-
milar feeds, (each of thefe has its peculiar receptacu-
lum) which lay in fuch a manner in the center of the
calyx, that, at firft fight, it appeared as if it belong-
ed to that clafs of plants called Herbe verticillate;
but, on a clofer infpetion, it appeared, that each of
thefe fimilar feeds were feparate feed veflels (or a
trifpermous fruit) and contained three feeds,

The ingenious and learned Dr. Albert Schloffer, of
Amfterdam F. R. S. prefented me with many curi-
ous dried fpecimensof plants, which he had colleGed
in the Botanic Garden at Paris in the year 1755;
amongft which was this plant, under the name of
Belladona Peruviana minor, Juffieu. Hort. Reg.
Paris.

Mr. Philip Miller propofed to honour this plant
with the name of WALKERIA, in gratitude to
RicuarD WaLkeR, D. D. Vice-mafter of Trinity
College in Cambridge and Cafuiftical Profeffor, who, by
his indefatigable pains, and at a large expence of his
own, has lately founded a Phyfic Garden in that Uni-
verfity, to incite and extend the ftudy of Botany in that
famous feat of the Mufes.

Defcription of the Chara@er, Tas. X.

F16. 2. Reprefents a fide view of the calyx, whofe
leaves are open, and cover the tube of
the flower: when thefe flowers drop off,
the calyx clofes inftantly again (to pro-
teCt the Embryo) and forms a pentagonal

conical figure, fee Fig. 4,
T 2 Fig,
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F1G, ¢. Isa fide view of the corolla, feparated from
the periantheum : it hasa fmall tube which
{wells into an open (monopetalous) bell-
fhaped figure: the limbus of the corolla,
Fig. d, having fimall fiffures, divides it into
{fo many obtufe laciniz.

Fic. e. Theinfide of the corolla laid open, to ex-
pofe to view the five ftamina, whofe fila-
ments are inferted at the fwelling of the
tube: they are hairy at their bafe, and of
equal length, and their apices are difperfed
in the middle of the flower.

Fic. f. This figure reprefents the calyx laid open:
itismonophyllous, divided into five laciniz:
it alfo fhews the fituation of the five ger-
mina, which are furrounded with a yellow-
ifh neQariferous flethy fubftance, From
the center of thefe germina or embryos
comes forth the ftyle, which is of equal
length with the ftamina, having a globu-
lar or capitated ftigma. _

Fic. g. Fivecapfulzor feed-veflels, which are clofely
conneéted to each other, adhere together,
and yet may each of them be feparated,
independent of its companion: they are
pun@ated, rough, of a hard woody fub-
ftance: each capfula contains three {mall
ovate feeds: fee the tranfverfe fection
fig. A.

Fie. 7. Reprefents the calyx and receptacle: the
neQariferous part divides the receptacle into
five femicircles: each of thefe veftigia had an
oval-thaped round capfula, fig. &.
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